In the search for a subject on which to address you it has occurred to me that I We must at the outset have prominently before our minds certain circumstances that must largely dictate the lines of our general policy. There is, in the first place, the fact that in the mode of senior staffing we are largely restricted in our choice to a continuation of the principle which has existed in the past, namely that of honorary visiting physicians and assistant physicians. There is, in the second place, the fact that, in addition to providing an extensive service for the community, we are charged with the grave dual responsibility implied in the instruction of large numbers of midwives and students.
day are charged with the planning of a maternity hospital. It is common knowledge that we are on the eve of raising a large new institution under the jurisdiction of the Royal Infirmary. The plans for this hospital are at present being considered and it is the desire, as it is the duty, of all to see that its organisation and administration will incorporate the best teaching of modern knowledge and experience, and thus make it worthy of the great position which the Edinburgh School occupies in the world of obstetrics.
We must at the outset have prominently before our minds certain circumstances that must largely dictate the lines of our general policy. There is, in the first place, the fact that in the mode of senior staffing we are largely restricted in our choice to a continuation of the principle which has existed in the past, namely that of honorary visiting physicians and assistant physicians. There is, in the second place, the fact that, in addition to providing an extensive service for the community, we are charged with the grave dual responsibility implied in the instruction of large numbers of midwives and students. In regard to the main agencies that govern the special risk of contagion in hospitals there is, however, as I have stated, a consensus of opinion. This has expressed itself in the dicta that for its prevention we must safeguard the clean case against contamination (a) from the already infected case and (b) from those members of the staff and such others as are present in the labour and puerperal wards and who may be carrying infection in their throat or elsewhere.
In respect of (a) the preventive measures are adequate only in so far as they succeed in a segregation of the clean cases in the hospital from those who may be infected before admission ?for example, cases of abortion, antepartum bleeding, " failed forceps," etc. In respect of (b) it is now recognised that in throat infection we have to deal with one of the most elusive and treacherous factors in maternity. It has been claimed that some measure of protection is obtained by the employment of face-masking as a rigid disciplinary measure for all those who are in attendance at labour and the early puerperal period. There is still some uncertainty as to the modes in which such throat-borne infection is conveyed to the genital canal; it would seem clear that there are different methods of transmission?by the air, by hands contaminated with secretions on handkerchiefs, etc. There is evidence that the value of facemasking may be illusory and that the rendering of the labourroom safe involves a series of very complex considerations which are still imperfectly understood. There would seem to be no doubt that the problem is ultimately related to the number of the personnel concerned and that security is attained only in proportion as the size of the delivery service and, therefore, the number of attendants is reduced to a minimum.
I have already emphasised the importance of this consideration when it was pointed out that to ensure unitary control the delivery section should constitute an integral part of the small unit. There is a further reason for restricting the size and the personnel of the labour section which depends on the special risk of contagion. On repeated occasions infection developing in the puerperium and assuming the characters of a hospital cpidemic has been traccd back to one individual present in the labour-room. Apart from the difficulty and the extent of the investigation required to elucidate such an epidemic, factors which are naturally multiplied by the numbers of the attendants concerned, the degree of the risk is in direct proportion to the numbers of the patients who come within the ambit of such an infecting agent. This makes it imperative that each labour unit must be kept at the smallest possible limit, and the practice which obtains in some institutions, for example, the East End Maternity Hospital, London, of restricting the labour-room to the service of sixteen to twenty beds, has much to commend it. 
